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Active learning 
 Focus on learning, on meaningful activity, on thinking and 

discovery (Graaff & Christensen, 2004; Bonwell & Eison, 
1991)

 Positive correlation with deep approach to learning (Felder 
& Brent, 2003;Trigwell, Prosser & Waterhouse, 1999)

 Learner activity and learner engagement essential to the 
learning process (Prince, 2004)

 Shift in roles: 
 Learners as discussion leaders, communicators
 Teachers as facilitators, guides 
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http://mythos325.wordpress.com/2011/06/01/active-learning-some-notes/
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Potential benefits
Participation 

and  
Collaboration  

Critical thinking

Knowledge 
producer

Learner 
autonomy
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(Lumpkin, Achen & Dodd, 2015; Detlor, 
Booker, Serento, & Julien, 2012; 
Petress, 2008; Felder & Brent, 2003)



Common active learning methods
 Questions
 Buzz groups
 Think-pair-share
 Jigsaw
 One-minute paper
 Case study
 Debate
 Role-play 
 Presentation
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My experiment 
in a research writing class
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Research Writing in the Social Sciences
 Course objective: To equip students with essential skills to write 

research reports
 Year 1, across disciplines in social sciences; project-based 

module; groups (4-5 members)
 Critical writing; parts of research report; writer credibility; 

academic voice 
 Tutorial 5: Proposal presentation 

 Intended learning outcome: Peer feedback on proposals
 Coverage: Introduction and Method
 Opportunity for students to participate in the tutorial
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My experiment: Poster presentation

 Objectives of poster activity
 To promote active participation and collaboration
 To encourage critical thinking  

 Briefing on work distribution and poster information
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Sample poster 2



Sample poster 3



Roles and responsibilities
 Roles of group members

 Speaker (1) – present proposal and answer questions 
 Scribe (1) – take notes of suggestions and questions from 

peers
 Audience (2-3) – listen to other presentations; expected to 

ask questions and offer comments
 Time given: 50 minutes 
 Teacher’s role
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Activity photo 2



Activity photo 4



Student feedback on the activity

 Learning about their own work
 Benefitting from hearing the ‘outsider’ perspective 
 Appreciating the need to communicate clearly 
 Being more willing to participate
 Learning to learn
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Learning about their own work
 Listening to other groups’ presentations, I now understand 

better what is expected of us and how to apply what I 
have learned when we write the report later.

 The notes and questions helped me see in our background 
section we need to give more information. 

 The presentation helped me understand the importance of 
structure, to inform and increase ease of accessibility to 
readers. 
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Benefitting from hearing the ‘outsider’ 
perspective
 I like the discussions in the Q&A, which shows me more 

diverse opinions and interesting perspectives from my peers.

 From the questions that the others asked, I realise the 
importance of the introduction section and how 
comprehensive it should be. We definitely need to justify our 
ideas in the report. It’s important to establish credibility.

 I like the question and answer part during the presentation. 
The other groups gave valuable suggestions to improve our 
project, like sampling and some of our survey questions. 
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Appreciating the need to communicate 
clearly
 I learned that considering the audience is important when 

trying to explain what we are doing, and why. I think it is the 
same when writing a report that is clear and easily 
understood by the target audience. 

 The presentation has helped us communicate in a manner in 
line with the discourse and convention of our discipline to 
identify ourselves as someone worthy to be heard by others in 
the discipline. 
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Being more willing to participate

 I feel comfortable to share my views in a small group. I 
learned to speak up and not be afraid of being wrong. 

 The session is engaging as it allows me to share our project 
idea. I like interacting with other group members and 
exchanging ideas with them.

 I enjoyed the interactions with other groups as well as the 
opportunity to give opinions and suggestions.
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Learning to learn
 I listened to other groups’ presentations and learned to be 

more objective and analyse information critically. 

 From the different perspectives, I learn to be more open 
to suggestions and feedback. 
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My reflections 
Were the learning outcome and lesson objectives achieved?
 Feedback on research proposals 
 Active participation – maximum number of students; 

interaction and communication 
 Collaboration – peer suggestions; refining or reshaping of 

research idea
 Critical thinking – analysis and application of knowledge; 

understanding of what is lacking and how to improve 

Will a poster session work in a writing class?
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YES!



My reflections
Challenges for the teacher

 Time management – process-oriented activity

 Loss of control – from ‘sage on the stage’ to ‘guide on the side’

 Student passivity and resistance (Machemer & Crawford, 2007; 
Felder & Brent, 1996)
 examination-oriented mindset
 students not ready for this teaching approach
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Quotation
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